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Application No. 

09/428.134 



Examin r 

Sumati Lefkowitz 



Appllcant(s) 

AJANOVIC ET AL 



Art Unit 

2189 



Period for Reply^'^''^^ ^^'^ communication app ars on th cover she t with th correspondence address' 

STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

■ f^rsiSTeSrH?: fr^' a«.ilable under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
alter 5>ix (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication ^ r / j 

' J ijo IVilVf^'^'^'^ ^"^"'"^r ^^T '1" "^y*- ° f«P"y within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timelv 

: IZlZtX^^r sef:fe;:;erded oerrHT"" f "".Tl "'^^ MO;rTf,S from'^e mailing dl of t^fe Jo'mmunication. 

ranure lo reply witnin the set or extended penod for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED ^35 U S C S l-^-^^ 

■ :zz':^zii!£^^ ^:T/cvri m,r "-'^ - ^'Srd°m%^ed!c';■aV;^^■ 

status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 Seotemftpr 2nn9 . 
2a)n This actionis FINAL. 2b)|g| This actionis non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Expa/teQuay/e 1935 CD 11 453 OG 21-? 

Disposition of Claims ' 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1.2.4-20.22-35 and :i7.R7 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1.2.4-20. 22-35. and 37-67 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

IDD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)) 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 
^ translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 

Attachment(s) 

pJn 4)U Ir^terview Summary (PT0^13) Paper No(s) 

3) I5i Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: on i w i o^j 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1, 2, 4-20, 22-35, and 37-67 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 VSC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4-20, 22-35, and 37-67 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Bell, 6,088,370. 

As to claims 1, 2, 4-20, 22-35, and 37-67, Bell discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed, as Bell discloses an interface to transfer data directly between a memory control hub 
(MCH) and an input/output control hub (ICH) within a computer system, comprising a data 
signal path to transmit data in packets via split transactions, and a set of command signals, 
wherein the interface provides a point-to-point connection between the MCH and the ICH, 
exclusive of an external bus connected directly to the interface, wherein information is 
transmitted in source synchronous clock mode via request and completion packets including 
transaction descriptors (note Figures 1 and 2 A and column 2, line 15 - column 3, hne 25, 
wherein Bell discloses in column 2, lines 20-25 that the controller 1 15 can function as a bridge 
between a memory bus to which one or more memory devices are connected. Examiner is taking 
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the controller operating in this manner to be the memory control hub. Bell also discloses in 
column 2, hnes 25-32 that the bus expander bridge 120 is coupled to two PCI buses 122 and 123, 
both of which have PCI devices coupled thereto. Examiner is taking the PCI devices coupled to 
the PCI buses to be I/O devices, and therefore the expander bridge 120 reads on the input/output 
control hub (ICH).) 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 1/25/02 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive 
for the following reason: 

The expander bridges as shown in Bell are different than the input/output control hub as 
claimed by applicant in that the expander bridges have more limited capability. As defined in 
appUcant's detailed description, the ICH is a hub that is capable of providing an interconnection 
between various peripheral components and extemal buses, with a separate bus interface. 

It is the examiner's position that bus expander bridge 120 meets the definition cited in 
applicant's detailed description, since bus expander bridge 120 is capable of providing an 
interconnection between various peripheral components (i.e., the ones on PCI buses 122 and 
123) and external buses (i.e., PCI buses 122 and 123), with a separate bus interface. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure, as the art discloses a point-to-point link between a memory control hub and a 
input/output control hub. 
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US Patent: 6,292,705 Wang et al. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sumati Lefkowitz whose telephone number is 703-308-7790. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 6:00-2:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter S Wong can be reached on 703-305-3477. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are: 

703-746-7238 for After-Final communications 

703-746-7239 for Official communications 

703-746-7240 for Non-Official/Draft communications 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 




Sumati Lefkowitz 
Primary Examiner 
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